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 RESOURCES FOR STUDYING RELIGION IN EGYPT 

 
 
ACADEMIC EGYPTOLOGICAL APPROACHES 
 
Assmann, Jan. The Search for God in Ancient Egypt. 1984. Trans. David Lorton. Ithaca: Cornell 

University Press, 2001. 
 
Egypt: Land of the Gods. DVD Video. History Channel, n.d.  (Traces religious themes in Egypt from 

Pharaonic times through Judaism, Christianity and Islam.) 
 
Hornung, Erik. Akhenaten and the Religion of Light. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1999. 
 
__________. The Ancient Egyptian Books of the Afterlife. Trans. David Lorton. Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell 

University Press, 1999. 
 
__________. Conceptions of God in Ancient Egypt: The One and the Many. Trans. John Baines. Ithaca: 

Cornell University Press, 1982. Translation, with revisions, of: Der Eine und die Vielen. 
 
__________. The Secret Lore of Egypt: Its Impact on the West. Trans. David Lorton. Ithaca: Cornell 

University Press, 2001. Originally published: Das esoterische Ægypten. Munich : Beck, c1999. 
 
Naydler, Jeremy. Shamanic Wisdom in the Pyramid Texts. Rochester, VT: Inner Traditions, 2005. 
 
_____________. Temple of the Cosmos: The Ancient Egyptian Experience of the Sacred. Rochester, VT: 

Inner Traditions, 1996.  
 
Sellers, Jane. The Death of Gods in Ancient Egypt: an Essay on Egyptian Religion and the Frame of Time. 

London; New York: Penguin Books, 1992. 
 
Versluis, Arthur. The Egyptian Mysteries. New York: Arkana, 1988. 
 
ALTERNATIVE APPROACHES 
 
Hancock, Graham. The Official Graham Hancock Website. http://www.grahamhancock.com/ .  
 
Ozaniec, Naomi. The Elements of Egyptian Wisdom. Rockport MA: Element Books, 1994. 
 
Schwaller de Lubicz, R. A. The Egyptian Miracle: An Introduction to the Wisdom of the Temple. Trans. 

André VandenBroeck and Goldian VandenBroeck. 1st U.S. ed. New York: Inner Traditions 
International, 1985. Translation of: Le miracle égyptien. 
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__________. Sacred Science: The King of Pharaonic Theocracy. Trans. André VandenBroeck and 
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Goldian VandenBroeck. New York: Inner Traditions International, 1982. Translation of Le roi de 
la théocratie pharaonique. Includes index. 

 
__________. Symbol and the Symbolic: Ancient Egypt, Science, and the Evolution of Consciousness. 

Trans. Robert Lawlor and Deborah Lawlor. New York: Inner Traditions International, 1981. 
Translations of: Du symbole et de la symbolique. 

 
Schwaller de Lubicz, R. A. The Temple in Man: Sacred Architecture and the Perfect Man. Trans. Robert 

Lawlor and Deborah Lawlor. New York, NY: Inner Traditions International, 1981. Translation of: 
Le temple dans l'homme. 

 
__________. The Temple of Man: Apet at the South of Luxor. 2 vols. Rochester VT: Inner Traditions 

International, 1998. 
 
__________. The Temples of Karnak. Rochester VT: Inner Traditions International, 1999. 
 
West, John Anthony. Serpent in the Sky: The High Wisdom of Ancient Egypt. Wheaton IL: Quest Books, 

1993. 
 
GNOSTICISM 
 
“The Gnostic Society Library.” http://www.gnosis.org/library.html.  
 
“Gnosticism.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gnosticism.  
 
King, Karen. What is Gnosticism? Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2003. 
 
Robinson, James M., ed. The Nag Hammadi Library in English. 3rd completely revised ed. San 

Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988. On verso: 1st U.S. ed. 
 
Williams, Michael Allen. Rethinking "Gnosticism": An Argument for Dismantling a Dubious Category. . 

Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1996. 
 
HERMETISM 
 
Copenhaver, Brian P., ed. Hermetica: The Greek Corpus Hermeticum and the Latin Asclepius in a New 

English Translation, with Notes and Introduction. 1st pbk ed. Cambridge ; New York, NY, USA: 
Cambridge University Press, 1995. 

 
“The Corpus Hermeticum and the Hermetic Tradition.” The Gnostic Society Library. 

http://www.gnosis.org/library/hermet.htm .  
 
Faivre, Antoine. The Eternal Hermes: From Greek God to Alchemical Magus. Trans. Joscelyn Godwin. 

Grand Rapids MI: Phanes Press, 1995. 
 
Fowden, Garth. The Egyptian Hermes: A Historical Approach to the Late Pagan Mind. Rev ed. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 1993. 
 
Green, Tamara M. The City of the Moon God: Religious Traditions of Harran. Leiden; New York : E.J. 

Brill, 1992. 
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“Hermeticism.” Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hermetism.  
 
Newall, Paul. “Hermeticism.” The Galilean Library. http://www.galilean-library.org/hermeticism.html. 

2004.  
 
Salaman, Clement, et al., eds. The Way of Hermes: The Corpus Hermeticum [and] the Definitions of 

Hermes Trismegistus to Asclepius. Rochester, VE: Inner Traditions, 1999. 2000. 
 
JUDAISM AND EGYPT 
 
Ash, Paul S. David, Solomon and Egypt: a Reassessment. Sheffield, England: Sheffield Academic Press, 

1999. 
 
Assmann, Jan. Moses the Egyptian: the Memory of Egypt in Western Monotheism. Cambridge, MA: 

Harvard University Press, 1997. 
 
Currid, John D. Ancient Egypt and the Old Testament. Foreword by Kenneth A. Kitchen. Grand Rapids, 

MI: Baker Books, 1997. 
 
Fox, Michael V. The Song of Songs and the Ancient Egyptian Love Songs. Madison, WI: University of 

Wisconsin Press, 1985. 
 
Gabriel, Richard A. Gods of Our Fathers: the Memory of Egypt in Judaism and Christianity. Westport, 

CT: Greenwood Press, 2002. 
 
Hoffmeier, James Karl. Israel in Egypt: the Evidence for the Authenticity of the Exodus Tradition. New 

York: Oxford University Press, 1997. 
 
Modrzejewski, Joseph. The Jews of Egypt: from Rameses II to Emperor Hadrian. Translated by Robert 

Cornman; with a foreword by Shaye J.D. Cohen. Princeton, NN: Princeton University Press, 1997. 
 
Perdue, Leo G. Wisdom and Cult: a Critical Analysis of the Views of Cult in the Wisdom Literatures of 

Israel and the Ancient Near East. Missoula, MT: Published by Scholars Press for the Society of 
Biblical Literature, 1977. 

 
Shupak, Nili. Where can Wisdom be Found?: the Sage’s Language in the Bible and in Ancient Egyptian 

Literature. Fribourg, Switzerland: University Press; Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1993. 
 
Washington, Harold C. Wealth and Poverty in the Instruction of Amenemope and the Hebrew Proverbs. 

Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1994. 
 
COPTIC CHRISTIANITY 
 
Atiya, Aziz Suryal. A History of Eastern Christianity. Enl. and updated by the author with new preface, 

supplement to part I, supplementary bibliography. ed. Millwood, N.Y.: Kraus Reprint, 1980. 
Includes index. 

 
Cannuyer, Christian. Coptic Egypt: The Christians of the Nile. New York: Harry N. Abrams, 2001. 
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Griggs, C. Wilfred. Early Egyptian Christianity from Its Origins to 451 C.E. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1990. 
Includes indexes. 

 
Hardy, Edward Rochie. Christian Egypt Church and People. New York,: Oxford University Press, 1952. 
 
Luckert, Karl W. Egyptian Light and Hebrew Fire: Theological and Philosophical Roots of Christendom 

in Evolutionary Perspective. Suny Series in Religious Studies. Albany: SUNY Press, 1991. 
 
Marcos, Marcos A. History of the Coptic Orthodox Church. St. Mark's Coptic Orthodox Church. 

Available: http://www.stmark.toronto.on.coptorthodox.ca/copt_his.html. 
 
Meinardus, Otto Friedrich August. Two Thousand Years of Coptic Christianity. Otto F.A. Meinardus. 

Cairo: American University in Cairo Press, 1999. 
 
Meyer, Marvin, and Richard Smith, eds. Ancient Christian Magic: Coptic Texts of Ritual Power. San 

Francisco: Harper, 1994. 
 
Partrick, Theodore Hall. Traditional Egyptian Christianity: A History of the Coptic Orthodox Church. 

Greensboro, NC: Fisher Park Press, 1996. 
 
Pearson, Birger A. Gnosticism, Judaism, and Egyptian Christianity. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1990. 
 
Pearson, Birger A., and James E. Goehring, eds. The Roots of Egyptian Christiantiy. Philadelphia: 

Fortress Press, 1986. 
 
Ward, Benedicta. The Sayings of the Desert Fathers: The Alphabetical Collection. Kalamazoo, Mich. :: 

Cistercian Publications, 1984. 
 
ISLAM AND ANCIENT EGYPTIAN TRADITIONS 
 
Daly, Okasha El. Egyptology: The Missing Millennium: Ancient Egypt in Medieval Arabic Writings. 

London: UCL; Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 2005. Publisher description: 
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/enhancements/fy0629/2006361686-d.html , Table of contents:  
http://www.loc.gov/catdir/enhancements/fy0629/2006361686-t.html “The form of Islam the Arabs 
brought to Egypt was Sunni, though early in this period Egyptians began to blend their new faith 
with indigenous beliefs and practices that had survived through Coptic Christianity, giving rise to 
various Sufi orders that have flourished to this day.” – from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt 
based on Daly’s work. Review: 
http://www.geocities.com/TimesSquare/Alley/4482/Missing1000.html.  
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